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The Elias mine was shibordinate to %hé directorate of the Jschy .ov  mines. The
mine had levels at depihs of 90, 120, 180, 230, 280, and 35. nevecs. %he rocks of
the galleries were contimuously tested with uranium-measuring equipment. When ihe
counter, showed a positive resgtion, a hole about 30 em, deep was bored into the
wall and the sawple materisl was then put on speciel mins czrs. The work force

at the mine consisted of 900 forced laborers and 100 ecivilians who worked in three
shifts,

The output at the mine was 280 to 320 mine carloads per shift. Each nine car was
loaded wilth 75 to 150 kg. of ore. The ore mined per shift was subsequently sorted
according to its radicactivity, From 6 %o 10 freight cars vere losded with ore
showing 80 to 90 percent radiocactiviiy (Remzterial)y from 8 %o 12 freight cars
were loaded with ore showing a 30 to 80 percent radicactivity (A-material); and
about 10 freight cers were loaded with sterile rocks which had a radicactivity
of below 30 percent (U-material).

Two measuring sets were aweilable for the testing of the ore at the so-called
radiometric station. Each mine car which left the mine hed %o pass through

this station. The workers wers ireatly interested in the radicactlvity of the

ore mined by them bacause their wages fluctuated in accordance with the percentage
of the radiocactivity of the ore. The sorting station of the Elias mine was

housed in several wooden sheds, At the sorting station R and A-meterial was
erushed by hand, put on sorting tables and sorting conveyor belis, where the
ursaium content wvas tested with measuring sets. U-material was dropned on a
special dump. - : ’

The ore mined at the.Elies mine had a bright black to brown color. High-grade ore
was loaded in boxes meastring about 40 x 50 & 35 cm.and shipped out on truclgox,] HUM
Each box weighed about 100 kg. An estimated 3 to 4 trucks loaded with suech -

boxes were dispatch 1y at the Elias mine. | |
(‘““““““gp;g;ggd;daﬁths ore was Qispatched to the USSR.

: 50X1-HUM
The Elias ore processing plant (Upravaa Elias) is the largest and most up-to-
date installation of its kind in Czechoslovekia, The machinery of the plant had
been delivered by the. USSR or East Germany. The ore-processing plant processed
the ore mined at the Elias, Hovnost, Nikolai, Eva, and Barbors mircs, Wor: wes
Gone in three shifvs. The werk force of the installetion ircluded 200 civilian
workers and 100 to 200 forced iuborers. Ore arrivec at itne nrocessing plent from
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the Rovnost mine on a conveyor belt; from the Eva mine by means of an

_electrified narrow~gauge field railway; and from the. other mines by

truck, An average of 200 tons of ore was processed per shift. The finel
product was a breun radioactive powder. The output per shift was 0.5 to -
1 ton of such powder. In order to deccive control organs, barrels in which

.pitéhblend.e wos shipped were often filled with low-grads materisl with a

thin iayer ¢f hich quality pitchblends . on top of it. This fraud was
comibed beosuge the workers were afraid of rot fulfilling thelr production
quotas; with resuliing loss of wages. -

Equiprent available at the ore processing plant included 4 charging bunkers,

L vibrating drung, 4 ball crushers, and 25 shuking sieves.

After the oce hzd been crushed to fragments 2 cm. in diemster it wus transported
on conveyor belis $o storage bins. From the storage bins the crushed ore was
take: to the vibreting drums vhere it was crushed to the size of cousrse sando
The naterial was then fine-crushed ai the ball crushers. The resulting vowder vas
sorted on shaking sieves and the radicactive materisl wss f£illed in barrels.

The barrels then went to the drying plent. *he orocessing method was rather
wagteful and much fraud wss comnit.ed by bothRussiena and Czechs,.

About 1,800 forced laborers end an undetermined number of civilian workers
vere employed at the Rovmost mine; from 600 to 800 forced laborers and an
undetermined nurter of civilizn workers were ewployed at the Nikolai mines
about 500 forced lshorers and an undetermined number of civilien workers

“worked st the Eva mine,

£

Two large cemps for oriseners who were in sickly condition were locsted in

~ Vykmanov. *usge prisoners were employed on loading work and on road«

construction work. From 1,800 %o 2,000 men were detuined in each of the two
camps o ' :

In the summer of 1953, ore of the highest wranium content wss found at the

Bartora mine. o such ore had ever beesn found in the Czechoslovakian mining
district. '
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frmex 1 ( continued ¥’
Roynost/Bliag Ore Miniug Arveg R
Legend:
1 Camp for forced laborers
2 Duelling houses
3 Guardhouse ¢
4 PX shop
5 Administration
6

- Orewcrushing plant

7 Workshop

8. Elizs ore-processing plant

9 tnbbratwy '
10 Storage shed

11 Mapspement
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Legends ‘
| 1 Camp for forced laborers
?. Duelling houses
3  Guardhouse
4 PX shop, 2 building 15 % 30 meters

| 5 Three-story administration building, 20 x 40 meters

6
7
8
9
10

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

11
12

Pay office

Ccnveyor__bei’h to the Rovnost ﬁine
Ore crushing plant, 30 x 30 neters
Ore burker

Cre-procesding plaﬁtg 200 x 80 meters
Drying plaut, 20 x 25 meters
Laboratory, 26 x 30 meters

Storage shed, 10 x 20 meters

Plant menapement, a three-story building, 30 x 40 meters

OTK

Radiometer station
Elias mine

Dump of U=material

Electric railway line tc the Eva mine
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Elisg Ore-Processing Plant

Legend:.
1 Crosswsection
a Dunker
© Ore on the way from the crushing station
¢ Vibrating drums
d4 Bail crushers

¢ Storage barrels

2]

Drying room

Vibrating tsbles

[ = 2

Barrels in which the end product was sahipred out

2 Top view
‘% Corveyor balt from ths Rowmost mine
k Windews

3 OQuter view of the processing plant
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